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Students, Governor to Discuss Politics Via Telecommunications
ORONO, Maine -- High school students in four Maine counties will talk politics with Gov. Angus
S. King, Jr. on Friday, March 13 without leaving their classrooms. King will connect through a new
telecommunications system with students from Presque Isle, Hall-Dale and Old Town high schools,
and the Governor Baxter School for the Deaf in Falmouth.
The conversation from one end of the state to the other is made possible by the use of ATM
(Asynchronous Transfer Mode) -- a high-speed, interactive switching technology that transmits
real-time voice, data and video communications between connected sites. Presque Isle High, HallDale in Farmingdale and the Baxter School are among pilot sites to test ATM technology, as is the
University of Maine, where Old Town students will tap into the discussion. Each of the pilot sites
has its own ATM facility. Gov. King will join the Hall-Dale students for the telecast.
The program, titled "Maine's Political Future -- Cutting through the Red Tape," was initiated by
Hall-Dale social studies teacher Karen Hayes who saw her students becoming more and more
cynical about politics and government. Even seniors, many of whom are old enough to vote,
express powerlessness, anger, and/or apathy regarding their roles as citizens, according to Hayes.
"They openly declare that all politics are dirty and that all government leaders at both state and
national levels are unresponsive to the common people," she wrote in her suggestion for the ATM
conversations with leaders from the administrative, legislative and judicial branches of state
government.
"I hope the students will get the sense that what they think, say and feel is important and that they
actually can cut through the red tape and have impact," she says. The 22-year veteran teacher adds
that she is sure the governor will use the discussion as an opportunity to gain the perspective of
young adults on these important issues.
In addition to the 16 students in Hayes' Problems of Democracy class, others expected to
participate in the discussion are: Old Town -- about six students interested in the political process,
along with social studies teacher Nancy Pullen ( at UMaine's ATM facility, located in Room 11,
Shibles Hall); Presque Isle High School -- about 10 students studying the '60's and '70's, with social
studies teacher Pat Grant; Governor Baxter School -- about four students with American
Government teacher Conrad Strack-Grose.
Earlier this year, a number of the same students had a similar conversation with Education
Commissioner Duke Albanese.
The ATM distance learning initiative began with Maine voters' support of a $15 million bond issue
in November 1995. The State Department of Education, which administers the project, is currently

conducting a bid process for ATM equipment to be available for eligible, participating schools
during the 1998-99 school year. Federal Education-Rate discounts are expected to significantly
reduce the cost of telecommunications line services to schools, based on the number of children
eligible for free and reduced lunches. For some Maine schools, the discounts could be as high as 80
percent.

Released:March 10, 1998
Contact: Kay Hyatt, (207) 581-2761

Return to Selected News Releases

This is an official publication of the University of Maine. If you have questions or comments, please contact
the Web Master. - Updated: 02/22/99

